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character of Winstanley seems to be as base as any
on literary record. I have come to the conclusion,
however, that Winstanley was guilty, neither of
retracting what he said about Cromwell, nor of
slandering Milton. The black woman excused her
husband for not answering the bell, " 'Cause he's
dead/' and the excuse was considered valid. I
hope that when these interpolations were made,
poor Winstanley was dead.

Any one who reads the Lives of the English Poets
carefully, will be impressed with two facts : first,
that the author had an acquaintance with the early
versifiers of Great Britain, which was quite extra-
ordinary, and which can hardly be found at fault
by our modern knowledge; while, secondly, that
he shows a sudden and unaccountable ignorance of
his immediate contemporaries of the younger school.
Except Campion, who is a discovery of our own day,
not a single Elizabethan or Jacobean rhymester of
the second or third rank escapes his notice. Among
the writers of a still later generation, I miss no
names save those of Vaughan, who was very obscure
in his own lifetime, and Marvell, who would be
excluded by the same prejudice which mocked at
Milton. But among Poets of the Restoration, men
and women who were in their full fame in 1687, the
omissions are quite startling. Not a word is here
about Otway, Lee, or Crownc; Butler is not men-
tioned, nor the Matchless Orinda, nor Roseommon,
nor Sir Charles Sedley. A careful examination of
the dates of works which Winstanley refers to,
produces a curious result. There is not mentioned,